
 

Founded in 2020, the Pace High Band Program proudly sponsors a newer 
student organization to join: A Scholastic Chapter of the Jazz Education Network (JEN). The 
Pace High School JEN Chapter is currently the largest Scholastic JEN Chapter in the Country! 
 
 
What is JEN?  The Jazz Education Network (JEN) is a global non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, 
based in the United States of America, that seeks to advance jazz education, promote 
performance, and develop new audiences.   
 
“JEN was founded in a spirit of celebration… celebrating music, celebrating community, and 
celebrating endless learning. Jazz isn’t just about performing. It’s about making music together. 
And we can only do this if we all join together in keeping the love and education of Jazz alive” 
(JEN, 2020). 
 
By providing numerous performance resources and promoting educational outreach in local 
communities across the globe, JEN has become the leader in networking students, educators 
and performers in this incredible musical art form.  Since it’s founding in 2008, JEN has helped 
serve the Jazz education community by providing thousands of dollars in scholarships to 
deserving students, recognizing and showcasing new up-and-coming composers, and creating 
grants to help fund more performers and clinicians in their local communities. 
 
What does a JEN Chapter do?  Anything that promotes Jazz in the local community!  This 
includes social activities, such as: hosting Jazz Jam sessions, Jazz listening sessions, Jazz combo 
performances, and/or anything that brings students together to enjoy the music of Jazz!  This 
also includes assisting local middle school Jazz programs, participating in area high school Jazz 
educational events, and any additional events that encourages Jazz outreach in the community. 
 
Who can join the Pace High JEN Chapter?  Membership is open to any member of the Pace 
High School Band or Choir Program.  Students do not need to be currently enrolled in a Jazz 
Ensemble class in order to be a member of the JEN Chapter. 
 
What if I’ve never played Jazz before?  That’s OK, as all music students are welcome to join! 
 
Are there any other requirements?  Students will be required maintain at least a 2.0 GPA and 
are expected to be active participants in Pace HS sponsored JEN events throughout the school 
year. 
 



 

Can being in the JEN Chapter help me to earn money for college?  Yes!  In fact, there are JEN 
specific scholarships and grants that are open to High School Chapter members each year. 
 
What about Jazz Related Honor Bands?  Chapter members will be updated frequently on 
numerous Regional and National Jazz Honor Band audition dates, requirements, and other 
pertinent information to provide the student with helpful information needed for successful 
auditions!  
 
Does joining the Pace High JEN Chapter cost anything?  The annual dues are $20, which covers 
the cost of national JEN Chapter dues, a student’s membership in Jazz Pensacola, as well as 
other various costs necessary in running successful Jazz events in the community.   
Current JEN Members who successfully recruit new members will receive $5 off their annual 
dues (limit of 2 references per current member, for a total of $10 off). 
 
Are there any JEN Chapter officer positions?  Yes! The JEN Chapter will elect a board of Student 
Officers at the end of each school year.  Please see descriptions of each Officer position below: 
 
President 
Holds meetings, organizes and facilitates JEN Chapter events.  Communicates with Band 
Directors and Tri-M President about upcoming community outreach opportunities. 
Vice President 
Assists the President in organizing & facilitating JEN Chapter events and related duties, along 
with tracking JEN member attendance at Chapter meetings and events. 
Treasurer 
Collects and records JEN Chapter dues, facilitates necessary expenses for events, and facilitates 
those to the Band Directors. 
Secretary 
Takes notes at the JEN Chapter meetings, organizes the JEN Chapter Newsletter and keeps track 
of publicizing upcoming Chapter events.  
 
This sounds great! When do I need to apply to be a Pace HS JEN Chapter member by?   
All prospective JEN Chapter members will need to turn in their completed application by Friday, 
September 24th, 2021. 
 
Once accepted, students will be invited to attend the upcoming meeting, induction ceremony, 
and submit their JEN Chapter dues.  More information will be distributed once a student is 
admitted into the Pace High JEN Chapter! 
 
Where do I find the JEN Chapter application?  In addition to being attached to this packet, it is 
also found on the Jazz Ensembles & Combo page of the Pace Band website: 
http://www.pacehsband.com/jazz-ensembles-and-combo.html 
 
Please contact a Band Director if you have any questions or difficulty with the application 
process. 



 

What’s a Jazz Jam?  It’s a gathering of students to play Jazz music together at the same time.  
Typically, there’s not much preparation of the music ahead of time, but there is preparation 
into hosting the event.  Why? To cater the event to players of all ability levels and bring in a 
large crowd- it’s more fun to play for other people than yourself!  Here’s ideas to keep in mind: 

Have a host for every Jazz Jam 

• This will help get people there right at the beginning to hear the opening set, and keep the 
music and energy going throughout the event. 

Have a signup sheet where students can put down a tune and figure out instrumentation 

• This ensures that anyone who wants to play at some point, can. This also makes sure that 
everyone knows whatever tunes might be played throughout the event. 

• The signup sheet will also help with timing between songs, since everyone will know what 
song they are playing on.  This gives a chance for you to play songs you’ve been working on 
together with friends, or even perform with others you haven’t had the chance to before! 

Have a theme 

• This encourages higher attendance from both performers and spectators. 
• Example- “Twin Jam”.  Older students choose a Freshman student to “twin” with.  This gets 

younger students involved from the start.  Have a costume contest and the winner wins a 
free slice of pizza, coffee, soda, etc. 

Have a tune of the week 

• This caters to less experienced Jazz players.  This tune is determined ahead of time so 
anyone can learn the song (and chord changes, too!).  Music sheets can be posted on the 
bulletin board ahead of time.  On that specific tune, let anyone and everyone play.  Switch 
out the rhythm section members as the tune goes on. 
 

Invite people to sing 
 

• Having a few popular songs worked out ahead of time can allow people to sing along, 
karaoke style, to a live band!  This can be anything, not even Jazz music!  Make it fun! 

Keep it consistent 

• Choose a night of the week and time of the month that you can always have the 
event.  This will help with organization and attendance. 

Location! Eventually, hold the Jazz Jam in areas besides the Band Room, like the Media 
Center, Freedom Hall, the Gazebo outside, or even somewhere off campus, like a restaurant 
or cafe 

• Having the first few Jazz Jams in the Band Room will be helpful for everyone to get used to 
the idea of a Jazz Jam and develop a following. Eventually, going and playing elsewhere will 
give you the opportunity to perform like a professional Jazz musician!   

• Businesses will appreciate the extra business if you bring a crowd, & you get a chance to 
hang out, eat, and perform Jazz outside of the Band Room. 



 

What’s a Listening Session?  This is a relaxed social event where you listen to different genres 
of Jazz with friends!  Here’s some tips for a successful Listening Hang: 

Have a host for every Listening Session 

• This will help get people there right at the beginning to hear the opening songs, and keep 
the music and energy going throughout the event. 

 

Pass Around a Song Request List 
 

• Having a sheet go around so people can write down tunes to listen to is a fun way to 
explore new artists, songs & genres with each other that everyone should know, as well as 
some newer music you may never have heard of. 

Have a theme 

• This encourages higher attendance from both performers and spectators. 
• Example- “Twin Jam”.  Older students choose a Freshman student to “twin” with.  This gets 

younger students involved from the start.  Have a costume contest and the winner wins a 
free slice of pizza, coffee, soda, etc. 

 

Have a Song Style/Artist of the Week  
 

• This can help focus the musical style.  For example, if you pick Duke Ellington charts, you 
can talk about the Ellington Orchestra and what it means to play in that style.  Other 
themes could be broader, such as Funk, Latin, Bop, Fusion, etc. 

• There is a plethora of great Jazz vocalists to listen to.  This could also encourage more 
vocalists to participate and talk specifics on what the Vocalists are doing in each song. 

 

Host a “Name That Tune” Contest 
 

• The host can play random short excerpts of several famous Jazz recordings, and whoever 
gets the most correct (tune name, album, year, personnel), wins a free slice of pizza, 
coffee, soda, etc. 

Keep it consistent 

• Choose a night of the week and time of the month that you can always have the 
event.  This will help with organization and attendance. 

Location! Eventually, hold the Listening Session in areas besides the Band Room, like the 
Media Center, Freedom Hall, the Gazebo outside, or even somewhere off campus, like a 
restaurant or cafe 

• Having the first few Listening Sessions in the Band Room will be helpful for everyone to get 
used to the idea of it and develop a following. Eventually, going and listening elsewhere 
will give you the opportunity to bond outside of school while growing your love for Jazz!   

• Businesses will appreciate the extra business if you bring a crowd, & you get a chance to 
hang out, eat, and listen to Jazz together outside of the Band Room. 

 



 

  2021-22 Pace High JEN Chapter Application 
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ Grade: __________________ 
 
What is your current GPA? ___________________________ 
 
Why do you want to be a member of the Pace High JEN Chapter?  ______________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which instruments do you currently play? (Please include instruments you don’t play in class) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you ever played or sung Jazz before?  If yes, when?  ______________________________ 
 
Name of Current JEN Member who referred you:  ____________________________________ 
(optional) 
 
 
Student applications are due Friday, September 24th, 2021.   
 
Accepted students will be invited to attend the JEN Chapter meeting on Wednesday, Sept 29nd 
and the JEN Induction Ceremony on Monday, October 11th. 
 
By applying to be a member of the Pace High JEN Chapter, I understand that I am obligated to 
participate in JEN Chapter activities and events throughout the school year, and that I will be 
asked to submit the JEN Chapter dues upon acceptance. 
 
 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Date:    ______________________________________________________ 


